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"Reverend Deęctor, | 
OR ſolam oblig'd to ſtile you in point of 
good Manners, with reſpe to your Aca- 
demical Degree, your Sacerdotal Fun- 
f ction and particularly. for the Honour 
; | conferr'd upon you by the Honourable Houſe of 2 
Common, in appointing youto preach before them 
: on the zoth of Fanuary, which has rais'd you ſome- on q 
What above the common Level of the reſt of the 
inferior Clergy; for a late Houſe of Commons, 
being diſſatisfied at the exceſſive Liberty taken by 
a2 certain Clergyman that preach'd before them, | 
| © and ſuggeſted, among other things of the ſame · Mr. Ses. 
Nature, that the Day of King Charles I. Martyr- ben. 
dom ought to be aboliſk'd ; to prevent ſuch leud 
Inſinuations for the future, they were pleas d to 
make an Order, that for time to come, none 
ſhould preach before them on that Day, but a 
Docter of Divinity, or ſome Dignitary of the 
Church of England; 2 * Suppoſition, I preſume, 
e x WOT that 


N. 


2 
J 4 


o " 4 — 0 n 0 Fd 
* _ * 9 - * 2 a A * 8. 822 * 
o 4 ** * ? Pon 'Y * * * o * "ow Iv 1 * 0 « l * | . 
4 \ - * p 4 OI ks 6 3 \ 4 . 
«a Y 
# % V , red . 
g P = l 


Ares that Men of thoſe Characters would de mean them- 


ſelves in the Diſcharge of that Duty, with ſuch 
exemplary Moderation, Integrity, Veracity, Pru- 


dence, and Conformity to the Laws of the Land, R 


as might give no Offence to that Honourable Al- 
ſembly, or any of Her -Majeſty's Leige People. 


Of this Number, without Doubt, you were 


thought to be Doctor, when you were order'd 


to preach on the fame Day of Humiliation, ibis 
preſent Year 1709. But whether you anſwer d 
Expectations, and merrited Double Honowr, in diſ- 


encing the Merd faithfully, will be inquird into, 
the follgwring Diſcourſe; which I ſhall manage 
with a due Reſpect to your Perſon, where I am 


obliged, in Juſtice to Trutb, to diſſent from your 


Opinion. The Text you exercis'd your celebra- 


ted Talent in Preaching on, was taken out of 


the Prophecy of the Prophet Feremiab, Chap. 31. 


Ver. 29. containing theſe Words. j 
In thoſe Days they ſhall ſay no more; the Fathers 
have eatem a ſour Grape, and the Childrens Teeth 
are ſet on edge. | „ 
Which Words, ſayes a great Divine, relate to 


the Caſe of the Jewes, when they were carried 


Captive to Babilon. They ſaid, and perhaps truly, 


| the Fathers. have eaten ſour Graps, and the Chil. 


drens Teeth are ſet on edge ; but they needed not 
to have look'd -further for a Reaſon of all the 


. .Calamities that had befallen them, than to them- 


ſelves only. They had had, indeed, a good King, 
who after the wicked Reign of Manaſſeb, by 


which the People had been excecdingly corrup- + 


ted, had ſhewn them an excellent Patrern, and 
had earneſtly endeavour'd to reform the State of 


Things; but it does not appear by the Hiſtory, __ 


that the People were at all reform'd by his Care, 
And therefore the Prophet Ezekiel ſharply re- 
proves them, when they were in the Captivity in 

8 e ee Babylon, 
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Biabylan for laying the Blame of the Bondage, which 
che chen endured, only upon the Tranſgreſſion of 
their Fathers, in the Reign of Manaſſeb, as if they 
themſelves had done nothing at all to deſerve it. 
Exel, 18. 2. What mean you, that you uſe this Pro- 
verb concerning the Land of Irael, ſaying, 8 
Fu bers bave Eaten ſour Grapes, and the Childrens 


Ter are ſet on edge? He does not ſay, that there 


was not then, nor ever had been, any groun 


in Fakt, for that Proverbial Speech; but only® 


asks the Queſtion, What mean you to uſe this 
Proverb? In which words it is not implyed, that 
the Poverb was never true; but only that they in 
Particular kad no reaſon to aſe it; that is, that 
hey had done enough themſelves, to deſerve all 
they ſuffer d, and a great deal more, and fo ſhould 
not have needed, in excuſe as it were of themſelves, 
to have laid all the Blame upon their Fathers. 
And therefore it follows in the next Verſe, As J 
Live, ſaith the Lord, ye ſhall not have occaſion any more 

to uſe this Powtrb in Iſrael. Which Words are not 

- to. be underſtood, as if God never had, nor never 
Would inflict Temporal Evils upon Children, for 

© the Sins of the Fathers; for he himſelf plainly de- 
clares the contrary, Exod. 34. 7. (and in more 
than ten places beſides,) viſiting the N of the 

\ Fathers upon the Children, and upon the Childrens 
Children, unto the Third and Fourth Generation. 80 
that che meaning of thoſe Words, Ye ſhall not 
bade occaſion to uſe this Proverb, I take to be this, 
that ſince they were ſo conceited of themſelves, and 
ſtood fo much in the Juſtification of their own In- 
nocence; God was reſolved to continue his Judg- 
ments upon them fo long, untill their Eyes ſhould 

| be open'd to ſee their own Guilt, and to be ſen- 
#88 fible, that all the ſuferings which they had en- 
"| dured, had been no more, than a juſt Puniſh- 
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ment upon them, for their own Tranſgreſſion o 1 
N his being the natural Importance of * 
Words of your Text, Doctor, its no ſmall Matter 
gk Admiration and Aſtoniſhment to many Wiſe 
dd Learned Men, how it was poſſible for you, 
from the Words thus conſidered, to extort from 
them the Doctrine of Reſiſting lawfuly Authority, 
and the ſupream Powers, and make the whole Te- 
or of your Sermon incline, N ſpeaking, 
eo aboliſh the Obſervation of the zoth of Fa- 
nuery, as I ſhall ſhew hereafter, Idon't charge 
you, Doctor, with ſaying theſe Things in expreſs 
Words; it's ſufficient that you ſaid- them in Sub- 
Fance only, or by Way of Conſecution, in Terms | 
Equivalent, which is as bad, or worſe than down - þ 
right Expreſſions: For to uſe ambiguous Phraſes 
for Arguments, or by Inuendo's and bifarious 
Artiſices, to lap up miſcheivous Matter in dark, 
but till intelligible Meaning, is an Affront to the 
Auditors to whom they are offered, and ſhews a 
Deſign to Impoſe upon, and Deceive them. 
Have you conſider'd, Doctor, the fatal Conſe- _ 
quences that attend the Doctrine of Reſif ing tie 
Supream Powers, even under any Pretence What- 
ſoever ? If you have not ſeriauſſy ſtudied that point 
already, I think, wich Submiſſion, Sir, itsnow Time 
to begin, before your Diſcourſes on that Subject 
have done more Miſcheif in the World? For tho* | 
ſome Antimonarc biſts may be ready to burſt their 
Spleens with laughing, to find. their Veld Notions in | 
Government, advanced from the Pulpit, by a Mari 
of your Figure and Character; yet others are 
ready to break their Hearts with ſighing, to hear 
that Dr, Weſt is complementing the Seditious be- 
fore an Afſembly of Her Majeſty's moff Duri ful and 
Loyal Subjocts, aud gratifying the whole Gang of 
Papiſts, Atheiſts, and 178 in juſtifyitig princi- 
ples, as comrary, (ſome thin 60 this 1 
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_ of Primitive Antiquity, and the Senſe of the Church 
ef Enpland, as Light'is from Darkneſs. Confider 
therefore, and Repent'in Time, before you have 
given greater Trouble to your true Friends, or Re- 

' proach to your Self; for youf Sermon has alfea- 
oy taken Wind, is upon the Wing, and wilt 
2 ag > the whole Kingdom, at the Expener 
our Reputation; What Pleaſure you can falts 
in being the Subject of Coffee-Houſe, Diſeour- 2 
| ſes, and Cenſures, I cannot imagine. All Men 
wonder at What ſhould induce you to preach up 
. © Reſiſtance before that Honourable and Loyal Au- 
litory, in an Age that is too licentious already, J 
and want no Tinder to put * into a Flame; 4 
there being Parties among us, that are but too 
x to put your Doctrine of Rehſtance into 
Practice, upon any Opportunity, though againſt 
the beſt Queen and Government in the World: 
Witneſs the late intended [Invaſion of Norrb-Byj- 
tain, Men take great Liberties, Sir, in diſcourſing 
your Inducements, which for the Reaſons above- 
mentioned, tend generally ro your Difadvan- 
tage. What I can remember follows. : "1 FM 
. _ .. Some ſay, you were bred up among the Miſts — 
and Confuſions of thoſeun happy Times, when , 
Reſiſtance of Lawful Authority was the diftin- | 
"7 guithing Note of Election; and Obedience to Su- h 
-  periours, for Conſcience ſake, was a certain Mark 
| of Reprobation : When to be Peaceablc and Loyal 
Was an unpardonable Crime, and to be Seditious 
and Rebellious was a Cardinal Verrue. Some ſay, 
it was bred in the Bone, and will never be got 
Our of the Heſh; others fay you imbibed the No- 
tion of Reſifance, from the unchriſtian Author of 
. the Chriſtian Rights, and arc more converſant- 
with che Two weekly Scurrilous, Scandalous 
_  - Papers, than with the Greek or Latin Fathers. 
Some ewploy the common Proyerb of the Phyſi- 
. r fs 2 mes 483 | ; ciang 
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n voc. and. Gy, cheugh 


rt been impgled upon to preaeh in Favourof 


little. with, me, Siri but chat which 9 affects 


al faightful Conſequences, as b 


" When d in thoſe many Years of Miſery, | Anozchy, 
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vou wear 2 large and lor 


Comic CW 
vou have very little: Know. 


e, or you Wault 


Ciple, that, in its own Nature, is deſtructiv 
2887 liſb Nation ; for tho Iteref 8 

f and wary of Underſt onding delude ot 
r 


Opiriion; it will never exe 
either here or hereafter. — — nf 
it is not true j that you were out of Hu. 
PRE. with every Body, becauſe not pleas d wich 
for want of Tweet, and therefore 


1 


; 85 ok int to procure! it; but I am in- 


to hope, pu will malte no ſuch Pure 
chaſe in Prejudice to your own Conſtience ene. 
"(All theſe Opi imons and Cenſures weigh" very : 


me, id, that by nh reportedito:have:eſpauſtd-a a 
Notion, that negeſſarily draws after it ſuch a Train 
got the long and 
Re belli in the Days af Kiog chi 
alion d the Barbarous Mourdaof that Monarch 

Bleſſed Mendy,” by his aun 'Subyefts,. and 


of 


or Bram, and; of great Gonfuſian, whioky im- 

— Sn A which continued until 
the Happy Reſtoration of King Charles H. For 
tas the Doctrine of Re/itance that was the Pa- 


nt of that Rebellion and parricide, and is the | 


Nurſe of that no leſs miſcheivous Fenet, viva 
Thats the Supream Power is rightfully lodg d is the 
People, who may Enthrone,. or Derbrone their Ado- 
narehs at their Pleaſure, and controul and govern all 
Things at their own Diſcretian. A horrid uachrifti- 


an Notion, chat cannot be maintajn'd but en Pur-: 


poſe to introduce Ataæy, Confuſion, and: every 
= Work; for all Reſervations: of an'Abloluce _ 
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Cs ) | | 
their Sovereign, does but Nouriſh a continua 
Ferment, ſupport divers Intereſts, fill the Minds of 
- unſteady Malecontents With Sedition, Curioſity, and 
Pride, and furniſh Envy and Ambiticn with plau- 
ſible Diſguiſes for their Malice, and the Exaltation 
of the Factious that promote them; as was evi- 
dent among the Romans, where the unlimitted 
Power of the People, was but an Artifie to conciliate 
' deluded Subje#s to the Tyranny of the Senate. 
But to come to your Sermon, Doctor, wherein 
you very artfully play the Body againſt the Head. 
it's true, you do not fay in expreſs, Words that 
the zoth of January ought to be aboliſhed ; but 
you ſay that ſach Degrees of Wickedneſs as ended in 
the overtwning of the Government, and in the Mur- 
dier of the King himſelf, are ſuch, as one cannot but 
wiſh, out of Reſpect to our Nation, might be for 
ever laid in that Darkneſi, where all Things are for- 
gotten, I confeſs, the Words wiſhing ig for. 
Pl orten, are very Soft, not to ſay Subtile; but ſincne 
Men ſeldom with any Thing, but what they would 
have to be done; and that it's never like to be 
forgotten, while we have an Annual Authoritative 
Day, appointed on purpoſe to keep it in Memo- 
xy ; I think your wiſh plainly intimates a Deſire to 
have it aboliſh'd, by the ſame Powers that com- 
manded the Obſervation of it; for till it be fo 
effectually done, the Murder of King Charles 
will never he laid in that Darkne(s, where all Things 
- are forgotten, But grant it a Viſh only; What 
Reaſon is there for wiſhing it forgotten? You al 
low it to be a National Sin, and then 1 think 
there is good Reaſon, that the Day ſhould be kept 
Nationally ; and that we ſhould continue to pray,as 
the Church directs us; That God would be reconciled 
to the Land, and. when he makes Inquiſition fir Blood, 
not lay the Gailt of that Innocent Blood, to the Charge 
of the People of the Land, nor newer require it of Us, 
& owr-Poſterity, For this * ſome very W 
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and good Men think, chat it ought nor to be for- 
gotten, nor any Thing ſuggeſted to that Pur- 
poſe, until (at leaſt) the Time of the Divine 
Threatning ſhall be cxpir'd; i. e. until the Third 
and Fourth Generation ſhall be paſt and gone, and 


the Children, and the Childrens Children ſhall be ga- 


thered to their Fathers. And to make our 
Prayers more prevailing, I thing tis yours, and 
every Chriſtian's Duty to be careful to Sin no more, 
left a worſe Thing come unto us, and be very Cauti- 
ous never to give conſent ro any ſuch Sin, norto 
any Approaches towards it, which is the likelieſt 
Means we can uſe, to procure the Entail of Pu- 
niſhment to be cut off for ever. The contrary 
Opinion poſſeſſes but a few Remarkable Heads, 


and is too violent to be permanent, and the Authors 


of it will never ſucceed in their Attempts, unleſs 
when they aſſume a Power and Privilege of talking 


away Mens Loyalty, they would deprive Men of 


their Reaſons alfo. SAT | 
' Pray, Doctor, why did you employ ſo many 


warm Inuendo's againſt the Obſervation of 
the 3orh of Fanuary, as a Day of ſolemn Faſting, 


Humiliation, and Prayer, on which to the Diſ- 
honour of our Nation, and the Reproach of the 
Reformed Religion, the King was Murdered, 
and that too, in the moſt ſhameful Manner, tryed 
in a pretended High Court of Juſtice, and by 
them ſentenc'd to be Executed as a Malefactor? 


Why do you ſeem ſo angry with us, for keeping 


this Day ? ls it becauſe you don't like that a Day 
of Faſting ſhould be kept upon ſuch an Occaſion? 


1 hope not, for then you would ſeem to 
approve of the Fact, think it was well done, 
think it was a Thing not to be aſhamed, or re- 
pented of. But bo can ftretchiforth his Hand again ſt 


the Lord's Anointed, and be Guiltleſ:? If ſo, we 


Vill take the Judgment of the Seripture before 
yours, it was a Sin; and a great one too; and if 
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ever any ſingle Act was ſuch, it was a National 


Sin, for twas done by them that had uſurp'd the 


as Authority; and there wasalſo too gene- 
ral a Conſent of the People to it. There is good 
Reaſon therefore, that the whole Nation ſhould be 


humbled and ſorrowful for it, and with one Voice 
and Cry, deprecate the Puniſhment thereof. 


Having thus, Sir, given you the Reaſons for 


keeping the zoth of Fanuary a ſolemn Fat, I be- 


ſeech you to lay them to Heart; and if you find 
' yourſelf any way concern'd, in endeavouring the 
aboliſhing of it, or in palliating the never-cnough 
lamented Villany committed upon it, which indeed 
exceeded all the common Meaſures of W ickedneſs 
ſo far, that there is nothing in any Hiſtory like 
it, in reſpect of the many. other Sins that con- 
curred to the effecting of it; or elſe, were joned 


With ir, ſuch as, Pride, Envy, Malice, Covetouſneſs, 
_ Theft, Sacrilege, ypocriſie, Schiſm, Sedition, Lying, 7 


Perjury, Treaſon, Rebellion, What not? either going 
before, or following it: That you would ſeriouſly 


xepent of it, and judge yourſelf, that you may not be 


judged of the Lord. 


Tou are alſo pleaſed to ſay, Sir, It's a Judgment b. 23. 


on us, to be upbraiding one another, with that Mur- 
r, which thoſe that are Dead long ago, were only 
concery'd in; Which | take leave to join with your 
#iſb about the zoth of Fanuary; becauſe they are 

both of the ſame Complection; for inthe former, 
you wiſh it might be forgotten, and in this couch 
| ol Politicks, you ſeem to aſſign a Reaſon for it; 


that thoſe might not be upbraided with it, that 


were concern d in it, becauſe they are long ſince 
Dead; nor by Conſequence ſuch as are Living, that 
jullißte it, who are living; which are not a few, and 


Fa keep the zoth of Fanuary as a Day of 
ejorcing,. at their abominable Clubs: And that 1 


may not be thought to ſlaunder any Perſon, I and 


Me. 


hers tan, and will, if required, Name the Perſors 
N ; B 2 - that 
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that have "ſaid, The Beheading of King Charles 1. 
was a Glorious Act, &. and the more is the Pity, 
know'one of chem, that is now again in Her Ma- 
y's Service, that ſaid it; though hawas diſcard- 
ed at the beginning of Her Reign, for that and 
other ſuch Miſdemeanours ' Why then ſhould it 
be thoughr'a judgment upon us, when we hear 
Men talk at this leud Rate to Reprove them fharp- 
ty, fince to be Silent, was to footh them in their 
Crimes, and ſhare in their Guile, 
Reminding Men of their Crimes, in order to 
to make them ſenſible of them, and Repent, is a 
Chrifttan's Duty. How then, Doctor, can you 
think it a Fault to upbraid the profeſsd Enemies 
of Crown'd Heads, and the Peace of the King- 
dom, with their Enormities; fince you cannot 
but know, Sir, that you had no Reaſon to apply the 
Fewiſh Proverb, your Text, to any Antimonarcheiſts, - 
ſince rhere are ftill too many among us, as deeply 
tainted with thoſe Principles of Sedition and Re- 

_  bellion, which brought about the Barbarous Mur- » 
der of King Charles I. as any of their Fathers, and 
who if they had lived in thoſe Days, would have 
been as forward, as the forwardeſt were, in un- 
hinging the Government, and deftroying the 
Church; nay, and in bringing their Sovereign to 
the Block too, and promoting all the direful Conſe- 
quences of that fatal Blow; and therefore cannot 
be ſaid to ſuffer for the Sins of others, that are 
Dead ; but for their own, who are yet alive, and 
may they long live to repent. r 
. And is not your joining the Guilty Dead, and 
the Living Innocent, in the fame Paragraph, a meer 
Blind to Hoodwink, your Reader; ar leaſt yqu will 
_ excuſe me, Sir, for not diſcerning the Contrary. ./ 
What Reaſon was there to ſuggeſt, bat any Men 

were upbraided, 2hoſe Fathers were in the Royal In- . 
＋ erers +» 
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rereſt, and whoſe Epmilies baue been great 
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by it ; only for profeſſing themſebves of thoſe Primei 
which are abſolntely neceſſary to ſapport our Ancient 
Conftirution, the preſent Eſtabliſhment, and the Sue- 
ceſſion in the Proteſtant Line, * This Suggeſti- 
on, Doctor, will never paſs upon Men of Senſe, 
that are able to fathom the Whirlpir of your mean- 
ing; for if any Rude, Indiſcreet Perſon, ever 
blamed Men for their Fathers being in the Royal 
Intereſt; for ſupporting our Ancient Conſtitution, 
the prefent Efabliſhment, and the Suceeſſion. in the 
Proteſtant Line; he is as much to be blamed as 
' thoſe, that by Preaching up the Doctrine of Re- 
fiftance, would put ill Notions into Seditious 
Heads; that might when the Humour took 'em, 
Rebel, and endeavour to deprive us of the great 
Bleflings, and Benefirs we enjoy; under our pre- 
ſent bappy Eſtabliſhment, and the Succeſhon in 
the Proteſtant Line, which God continue. | 
That you ſpoke ſo very little, and fo ſſightly 
of the late Civil War, is no wonder ; for if 


vou had diſplay'd the Rebels in their proper Co- 
lours, you had contradicted yourſelf: For if the 
Doctrine of Reſiſtance be true in general Terms, 


there can be no ſuch Thing in the World as Re- 
bellion. If any Body of Malecontents may riſe up 
againſt their Sovereign with Impunity ; then b 
this Doctrine, if they are beaten and hang, 
they may be called Rebels, but if they ſuceed 

are Conquerors, then the AR is Meritorious ; 
*ris the good old Canſe, and the Rebels are good com- 


. 23,14 


muonwealrh's Men, as they were ſometime called; 


Which co me, and others that were Educared in 
the Beliaf of Obedience for Conſcience ſake, and 


> think it the ſafeſt Tenet for Crown'd Heads, 
ſeems a very Novel and ſtrange Doctrine: There- 


fare you, and others that are for Re ance, ſhould, 


methinles, fer ſome Bounds to your Doctrine of 
Reſifance, and ſhew in what extraordinary "_ 
£ - | N | % [4 
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it is lawful, and in what Caſes unlawful, and be 
very particular in it; which I cannot find yet 
fe: any Pretenders to the Legality of Reſiſ- 
n ence; but all make the Terms ſo wide and general, 
that the Shoo will fit the Foot of any Malecontent. 
that has a Miod to put it on; and by this Rule ſo 
unlimited, 'Fack Straw ,.' Watt Tyler, Jenner, 
King, and Keyes, had à Caſt for it; and if they 
had had Luck, might have had as fair a Title to 
be uppermoſt, as Oliver Cromwell; but for want 
of Succeſs, were all deſervedly kill'd, or executed 
as Traytors. Now, good Doctor, when you 
ach this Doctrine again, correct your Notes, 
and make a Difference between what is done by the 
' Univerſal Conſent, and Approbation of the whole Eſtates 
of the Kingdom, and the raſh Attempts of a few un- 
overnable People; for otherwiſe, therehaving been 
Ill Men in all Reigns, we may all Rue the Liberty, 
they may take in practicing the Doctrine of Reſi- 
ſtance, as we did in the late Civil War, which 
' . brought with it ſo much Bloodſhed, Rapine and 
Contempt of. all things Sacred and Humane, and at 
i length completed all, in the Murder of an Excellent 
| Prince, beyond which, Wickedneſs could go no 
| higher. KOT ee 
But to return from this Digreſſion; you were al- 
1] ſo pleas'd to inſinuate, that there were Faults on both | 
1 5; but all I can find aſcribed to King Charles J. 
| (6 impartial Hiſtorian, was his Goodneſs, „ 
Lenity, and too great Condeſcention. to his Ene- 
mies for Peace Sake, which were very pardon- 
able, with Reſpect to that great End, Peace, and 
ſo cannot be ſaid to be equally faulty with his Ene- 
mies, when There was no Truth, Fuſtice or Goodneſs . 
among them; for tho by the Ties of SubjeRion, + 
by their Oathes of Allegiance, and by their con- 
ſtant Profeſſion of Fighting for the King, and 
Defence of his Authority, (as they gave it out 


f 


for training in the Multitude by fo deceirfull a 


Bait) they were tyed to the Preſervation of his 


Perſon; yet they waſh'd their Handi in his Blood ; 
and by their pretending Religion and Juſtice, in 
a Fact, ſo contrary to both, did, as much as in 
them lay, bring the fouleſt Imputations upon both, 
that could be. 4 k | | 
Further, Sir, you ſuggeſt of King Charles, that what 
ever Doctrine ſome deſigning Men might maintain: Himſelf, 
neither thought abſolure Power the Right of Kings, nor unlimited. 
Paſſive Obedience the Right of. Subjects; and this you draw 
from that King's ſending Aſſiſtance to the Roche lers: Which 
methinks is an unconſequential Perverſion of his Majeſty's 

Intention, in turning a politick Act of State into a Prins 
ciple of Religion. The French King was forcing his Protee 
ſtant Subjects to turn Papiſte, and that he might nor, upon 
Succeſs, come over and do the like in England, King 
Charles endeavour'd to find him Work enough at Home; 
as her preſent. Majeſty now joins with her High Allies, 
to keep the ſame Prince, Louis XIV. from encroaching 
further upon the Rights of his Neighbouring Princes; 
knowing, that if his unlimited Ambition ſhould Breakfaſt 

upon Holland, he would endeavour to Dine in England, 


and therefore ought to be ire by confining him at 


Home, which is an A& of Prudence and Foreſight, and not 
a War of Religion; and this was all that King Charles I. 
deſign'd, by ſending Aſſiſtance to the Rochellers, which 
you, Sir, are pleas'd to repreſent as his Principle in Reli- 


gion; whereas, all his Publick Action, and Printed Works 


are undeniable Evidences of the contrary. View his ſe- 


cond Letter to Mr. Henderſon, where you will find him to 
ſay, That to reform (as Groftheaa ſaid) in ore Gladij crultntands 


is a wicked ungodly Saying ; and at his Mock-Trial before - 


the Court of High-Injuſtice, he ſtoutly and learhedly. 
maintain'd his own rightful Authority, when Bradſhaw 
urg d the contrary againſt him, (tho' falſly) in the Name 
of the Commons of En glaud. | ; 

Hitherto, my Diſcourſe for the greateſt part, 
has been Perſonal ; give me leave now, Sir, in 
order to convince you, or at leaſt undeceive o- 


thers, to attack the Doctrine of Reſiſtance it ſelf, 


and therein ſhew, from the beſt Authorities, that 


it's Contrary to the Doctrine of the Bible, and the 
Eaw: of the Land, both Civil and Eccleſiaſtical; 


Contrary 
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Contrary to the Etabliſi d Doctrine of the Church 
of England, and the Senſe. of the molt learned 
Proteſtant Divines of this Age, and is wholy Po- 
fiſh and Fauatical. And herein, tho” as much 
might be ſaid, as would fill a large Vollume, yet 
I ſhall confine my ſelf within che Compals of a 
Lerter, and only 9 0 you with what I judge 
moſt material on this Subject, that I may not he 
up too much of your Time, -or waſt my own in 
Controverſy. _ ee 

I begin with the firſt Particular, viz. that the 
Doctrine of Reſiſtance, ſtands in direct Oppoſition 
to the Cannon of the Holy Scripture ; and to prove 
my Aſſertion, I take my rife from the Fifth Com- 
mandment, on which all Antient and Orthodox 
Expoſitors agree, that with relation to Kings, as 
the Fathers of their Country, it laies an' indelible. 
Obligation upon all Subjects, of whatſoever qua- 
lity, Rank or Degree, to yield Obedience to their 
 Lawfull Sovereigns, and not to withdraw their 
Allegiance to their Prince, upon any humane 
Zugeſtion, or pretence whatſoever; and the Cur- 

rent of the whole Scriptures, clearly evincing the 
ſame great Truth, 1 ſhall not trouble you, Six, 
with more Quotations to the ſame purpoſe, only 
Subjoin an eminent Preſident to that holy Precept 
in the Perſon of David, who when he had an Ad- 
vantage againſt Saal, and Abiſhai would have cut 
him off, he poſitively for bid him, ſaying, Deſtroy 
him not, for who can ſtretch out his Hand, againſt 
the Lords annointed, and be guiltleſs; and when Saul 
was kill'd, David Faſted and Mourn'd, and as his 
Conſcience did before accuſe him, for cutting off 
| Phe Hen of bis Garment; ſo now the Arms he bare 
againſt him, did trouble bis Conſcience, 
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For tho' much may be ſaid for David in that 


Caſe; he was the deſigned Heir of the Crown 
by, God's Appointment , he was very 2uj uſtly 
and perfidiouſly uſed by Saul; he had kept him- 
ſelf on a pure Pefenſive, and Saul's being frene- 
tick and poſſeſs d with an evi Spirit, are great 
Juſtifications of David's having Recourſe to 


Arms; and his being a Man according to God's 


Fart, ought to poſſeſs all with that Eſteem for 
Fim, as not eaſily to find Fault with him, or 
with any of his Actions; yet his Army being 


made up of Men diſtreſſed, in Debt, and diſcon- 


tented, is a ſhrewd Indication, that the Cauſe 
was not over - god, when he had ſuch a following. 
Beſides, his going to live at Gath- with the Un- 
circumciſed ; his cutting off the Amalekites, and 
pretending to Achiſh, that he had deſtroy'd his 
own People by an wnjuſtifiable Deceit; and, fi- 
nally, his going aut with the Armies of the 
Philiſtines, and pretending a great Deſire to 
fight againſt the Enemies of Ach. who were 


no other but Saul, his natural Liege Lord, and 


the Armies of Iſrael, (wherein he either acted 
a. very unſincere Part, or did really reſolve to 
have engaged againſt them) are things ſo mani- 
feſtly contrary to the Laws of God, that they 
give a ſtrong Preſumption, that the whole Buſi- 
neſs of his raking Arms, was contrary to Law, 
and Religion : And this is an Anſwer to your Say- 
lag, * That David was far enough from being an In- 
ſtalce of thinking it unlawful to ſtand upon the 
_ "Defenſive, or to own the Doctrine of Paſſive Obe- 
dience; That David's Conſcience did accuſe him 
of haying failed in his Duty to Saul. 087, 
From the Old Teſtament Precepts, I proceed 
to the New; and herein I find, Submitting to 
every Ordinance of Man, for the Lord's ſake, as 
clear and poſitive a Command, as any in the 
> whole 


* 


| e 


whole Bible, and the Tranſgreſſion of it as great 
a Sin, as the Breach of any other Law. And he 
that doth- not punctually obſerve what is there 
commanded, he lives in a known Sin, or in the 
wilful Neglect of a known Duty; and, by con- 
ſequence, Whatever he may profeſs, he is no 
good Man, much leſs a good Chriſtian, who al- 
ways makes Conſcience” df one Duty as well as 
another. Nor muſt 1 omit. obſerving, that this 
Command was laid upon all Chriſtians, when 
there was never a Chriſtian Ring or Governouy in 
the World but were all rather Inyeterate Ene- 
mies to Chviſtianity itſelf, and endeavour'd all 
they could to deſtroy and baniſh it out of the 
World; yet for all that, all Chriſtians were 
commanded” to Submit, ( that is, not Rebel) 
which ſhews, that this Duty is to be per fotm'd 
to the Supreme Governour, as ſuch; not becauſe 
he is a Chriſtizn, à juſt and merciful King or 
'Qacen ; but becauſe they are Mug, 0h Qs 
authorized by. Almighty God to Rule and Go- 
„ i e 64 gal 
And, therefore, the Apoſtle doth. not com- 
mand us to ſuhmit ourſelves to the King as 
good, or kind, or jſt, bur ag Supreme ; ſo that he 
that would perform this Duty as he ought, muſt 
not only ſubmit to the King, but he mult do it 
only as-he'is King: And if be 6, it Arraigns 
all that conſpire the King's Death, oppoſe his Au- 
thority, or take up Arms againſt him: All that 
countenante, àſſiſt, or encourage thoſe that do ſo. 
All that ſupply them with Men, Arms, Cougſel, 
or Money; all that ſow $e4it;an, raiſe, Tumults, 
or promote Riots and Mutinying, againſt the 
Government all that ever had, or ſtill have, 
a Hand in diuiding the King's Subjects, and fo in 
ſeducing them from their Allegiance to him, In 
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mort, all that do any thing in op | olition to the 
King, or ſtrengthen the Hands of them that do 
ſo, by defending of them, or adhering to them; 
all theſe may be properly ſaid to refit the King, 
and, by conſequence, break the Law, which re- 
uires Submiſſion to him. And ſo do they alſo, 
ho altho? they do not act, yet ralk againſt him; 
ſach as St.Fu/e calls filthy Dreamers, who defile the 
Fleſh, "deſpiſe Dominion, and Jpeak evil of D gn ties, 
And ſo, according to St. Peter 2. ii. 10. are ſuch 
as deſame and cenſure the King, or his Officers of 
State, of Injuſtice, Neglect, or Mal-Adminiſtra- 
tion; ſuch as write or diſperſe Libels againſt 
him; ſuch as raiſe or carry about Stories and ill 
Reports of him, or his Government, to leſſen 
him in the Eſteem of the People, and ſo take off 
their Love and Affection from Him; for ſuch 
things plainly tend to the Diſturbance of his Go- 
veramenr, and to the making of his People aneaſy 
under it, and ready to catch at all Opportuni- 
ties of Riſing up againſt it; Therefore, above 
all, we are obliged, by this Law, not to enter: 
tain ſuch Seditious Principles, and. Unchriſtian 
Doctrines, which are deſtructive of Government, 
and diſſolve the Bonds of Humane Society; as, 
That the King receives his Power ſrom the People, 
anda is accountable to Them for the Exerciſe of it 
that i he neglefts his Duty to them, they are nat 
bound to perform theirs to him: For ſuch Sa 
are not only contrary to the Word of God, an 
the known favs of te Land, but they directly 
tend to the Ruin of the Monarchy and the King- 
dom; and not only to Rebelling againſt the King, 
but to the Murdering him too, at his ann Gates, 
25 ths Nation his Stice already found, dy wotyl 
Experience z and, thergfore, Hage 46 fuß. rhe 
ce 
5 nin * 2 Now, 
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Now, Doctor, be pleas' d to ſe NN and 

our Doctrine in this Glaſs, and then tell me, 
what you think of bo tn.. 
St. Paul alſo, who cannot be ſuſpected for a 
Flatterer of Kings, ſaid, Te muſt needs be Subject, 
not "only for Wrath, but for Conſcience ſake, Rom. 
xiii. 5. but I wave that and many other Texts, to 
come to the Practice and Example of our great 
Maſter, the Holy Jeſus, who was made Perfect 
through Sufferings, Heb. ii. 10. the whole Courle 
of whoſe Life, was a perpetual Tract of doing 
Good, and bearing Ill; he paid the Tribute 
when demanded, and charged the Jews, to render 
to Ceſar the things that were Ceſar's, St. Matt h. xxil. 
ws when he was to lay down his Life for us, 
he ſubmitted himſelf patiently, not only to the 


Will of his Heavenly Father, but to the Civil 
Powers which then govern'd in Judea. Tho” he, 
as the Heir of all things, might have claim'd, the 
Empires of the World as Eis Right; yet ſince 
he humbled himſelf ſo as to be born in the low 
Character of a Subject, he in that, as in all o- 
ther things, became a perfect Pattern to us of all 
Righteouſneſs. When the accurſed Band came 
out againſt him, tho he could have brought 
down Legions of Angels for his Relief; yet he 
not only ſubmitted himſelf to them, but bo 
rejected and reproved St. Peter's too forward 
Zeal, and told him, that ſuch at drew the Sword, 
Hould periſh by the Sword: And when the ill- 
nided Feryour of that great Apoſtle, . had; miſ- 
led him to the exceſs of Uniting with the Sword, 
our Saviour expreſs'd his Diſpleaſure at it, by 
His miraculous piecing the Ear again with th 
maimed Head. And when he was accuſed to 
Pilate, of being an Enemy to Ceſar, and preten- 
ding to ſet up another Kingdom, he did, in the 
g plwaineſt 


| | ( 21 ) 

plaineſt Stile was poſſible, condemn all pract;- 
ſmgs againſt Government, upon pretence of Religion, 
oy 8 A Kingdom is not of that World ; 
which ſo expreſly diſcharges all 'bufling and 
fighting on the pretence of Religion, that we 
muſt either ſet g 609 another Goſpel, ot utterly 
reject what is ſo ally condemn'd, by the Au- 


thor of this we profeſs to believe. 


* 


The bleſſed Apoſtles, and primitive Saints and 
Martyrs, follow d the Steps of their Maſter, and 
choſe rather to Suffer, than to Sin; and ro be 
patient Martyrs, than proſperous Rebels; and 
therefore, never Reſiſted under a Succeſſion of 
Three Ages, and Ten Perſecutions.' Nay, when 
Chriſtianity began to ſpread by a prodigious In- 
creaſe, ſo did the Spite of the infernal Furies; 
ſo that in the laſt Perſecution, which continu'd 
about Twenty Years, we find the Martyrs of one 
Province (Egypt) reckon'd to be between 8 and 
goooooo; and yet no Tumults were raiſed a- 
galnſt all this Tyranny and Injuſtice : And tho? 
after the Emperors turn'd Chriſtians, and eſta- 
bliſh'd the Faith by Law, yet neither the ſubtile 
Attempts of Julian the Apoſtate, nor the open 
Perſecutions of ſome Arrian Emperors, who did, 
with great Violence, perſecute the Orthodox, 
occaſion any ſeditious Combinations againſt Au- 
thority. Theſe are the great Precedents this 
holy Doctrine, of being ſubjett for Conſcience ſale, 
hath given us, in the Firſt and Pureſt Ages; 
- and tho Religion ſuffer'd great Decays in the 
Succeſſion of many Ages, yet for the fir ſt Ten 
Centuries, no Father, or Docter of the Church, 
nor any Aſembly of Churchmen, did ever Teach, 
Maintain, or Juſtify any Rebellion, or ſeditious 
Doarines or Practices. A 244 
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So that according to this Doctrine, Sir, which 
you are obliged to Aſſent to, or Refute, for 
the Satisfaction of the Poblick, you muſt, it 
ſeems, find out another Goſpel, (which I know 
nobody pretends to have, but Marion the falſe 
Prophet) or your Doctrine of Reſiſting 'the Su- 
preme Powers | will dwindle into nothing but your 
own Diſreputation, for endeavouring to ſupport 
the Docttrines of Jeſuits and Fanaticis; Doctrines 
of ſo pernicious à Conſequence to the Public 
Peace, that it's enough to make us reject them 
as falſe; without examining them further. 
2. The Doctrine of Ke ſiſlance is contrary to 
the Laws of the Land, who have nothing more 
at Heart, than the Security of the King's Perſon, 
the Maintenance of his Authority, and the Pre- 
ſervation of the Publick Peace; all which are 
equally in Danger, if Men may reſiſt Authority 
with Impunity ; But our Laws have determin'd 
the contrary, and made all Reſiſtance of Sove- 
reign Power by Subjects,” whether by open War, 
or private Conſpiracies, to be High Treaſon,' be- 
cauſe they deſigu the Deſtruction of the King and 
Kingdom; for there is no ſuch thing in Nature 
as a Defenſive War againſt the King by his Sub- 
jects; nor can ſuch Pretences to Reformation, 
countervail the Miſchiefs of Rebellion. 3 
in Nature can go higher than its firſt Cauſe, an 
a Power derived from the King, cannot be un- 
derſtood to be againſt the King; no Power 
can create a Power againſt itſelf; and all At- 
tempts to bring a King under the Power of his 


People, are the ſame as to deſtroy him, as it was 


reſolved in tlie Caſe of the Earl of Zfex. judge 
Tenkins ys, To depoſetthe King, or take him by 
Farce, or impriſon him, until he hath yiel 


to certain Demands, is adjudged Treaſon, in the 


Lord 
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Lord Cobham's Caſe. The Law makes not the 
Servant greater than the Maſter, nor the Subject 
greater than the King; which muſt be ſuppoſed, 

on the-contrary, if ay Subjects have a Coercive 
Power over him. it's High Treaſon to levy 
War againſt the King, or to compaſs or imagine 

Eis Death; and that no Man may be guilty of it, 
let all that are inclin'd to Re ſit, under any pretext 
whativever, follow the Monition and Counſel of 
Judge Cook, who ſays; Inſtitut. Part 3. p. 36. 
Peruſe over all Books, Records, and Hiſtories, 
* and you will find a Principle in Law, a Rule in 
*Reaſon, and a Tryal in Experience, that Trea- 
ſon does always produce Fatal and Final De- 
ſtruction to the Offender, and never attains to 
the deſired End, (two Incidents inſeparable 
thereunto) and therefore let all Men abandon 
© It, and every Step in that Road, as the poiſon- 
© ous Baits of the Devil, and follow the Precept 
in holy Scripture, Fear God and Honour the Ring, 

and. lage no Fellomſhi puvith the Seditgous:, Athei 8 

and Republicans, that would leave us neither a 

God, to,Worſhip, nor:a King to Hongur. To 

ſum up all upon this Head, obſerve what Sir Or- 

lands Bridgman ſaid at the Tryalof the Regicides - 

I ma ael:iver to you for plain and true; Law, that no 

Autbarity, . no Single Perſen, no Community of Per- 

ens, not abe People GolleRtively or Repreſentative- 

17, Have any Coercive Power over the King of Eng- 
land, whoſe Crown is, and always ma, Imperial. 
Nom by this, ſays he, I do not intend any Abſolute: 
Government * It's one t hing to have an Abſolute Mo-- 
narchy, another to havethat Government abſol-rely 

wit heut Laws, 4s, to. any Coercive Power over the 

King, which the Laws of England are perſect Stran- 

gers to, as you will find hy the following Procla- 

mation, grounded upon gn At of amen, 
N 3 42 , 8 8 . 7 


\ 


(4). 
7 72: 6 {4 3 : . 


; By the King, 1a 51 
A cee ei 


For Obſerving of the Thirtieth Day * 
Jamiary, as 4 Day of Faſt and Hurnilia- 
tion, acording to the late Act of Parlia- 
ment for that dag | 


"CHARLES R. 


Weſtminſter, in the Twelfth year 
Our Reign, The Lozds and Commons therein 
Alſembled, did ſhew and declare unto Us, 4 


the execrable Murder ok Dur Royal Father 


CHARLES the Fir@, ot ever Bleſſen and 


Glozious xs wee an, been committed by a 
| weetched- Men, deſperately wicked and 


—— in their Impietp, who having firft 


plotted and tontrived the 'Ruine and Peſtruttion 
of this Excellent: Monarchy; and with it the true 
 Refozmed-Pyoreſtant Religion, which hath been 


ſo long Pꝛoteckhed by it, aus Flouriched under 


it, kound it neteilary, in oder to the carrying 
of their pernicious and traſterous Deſigns, to 


WWI in Dur late Parliament leid 6 a 


” 


throw down all the Bulwarks and Fences o 


Law, and to fubvert the very Being and Ton⸗ 
titution' ok Parliament, thar fo they mighr, at 
laſt, mate their Way open fo2 any further At- 
| tempts upen Mis Perlen: And koz the moze 


ealie effecting thereok, they did then firff ſeduce 


ſome part ok rhe then Army into a Compliance, 


and then kept the ref in Subjecktion to them, 


partly fox hope of Pꝛekerment, and chiefly fo1 kear 


” loling their a a Arrears, 9 


- ned tothe 


(25). | 
5 thele and other moze Odious Arts and 
Devices had fully ſtrengthened them- 
(elves both in Power and Faaton : Thich 
being done, they did Declare againſt all Man⸗ 
ner of Treaty with the Perſon of our Royal 
Father, even then when a Treaty by Advice 
of both Houſes of Parliament was in Be: 
ing; and did ate againſt the Houſes 
Parliament foz ſuch Þzoceedings, and 
ſeized upon the Perfon of Dur Royal Fa⸗ 
ther, while the Commiſſioners were retur- 
Pouſeg of Parliament with Hts 
Anlwer : And when Hts Conceſſions had 
been Uoted a Gꝛound fo2 Peace, ſeize upon 
theHoule of Commons, ſecluve andumpriſon 
ſome Ss, foxce out others; Any there 
being teft but a ſmall Remnant of their own 
Creatures (not a Centh Part of the Uhole) 
did ſeek to ſhelter themſelves by this TUeak 
Pyetence, under the Name and Atuthozity of = 
a Parliament, and in that Name laboured ta 
1 ＋ 5 what was yet behind and unfiniſhed 
of their long⸗ intended Treaſon and Conſpt⸗ 
- racy: Co that Purpoſe they prepared an O!- 
dinance fog erecting a Lag (01s and un⸗ 
3 d-of Tribunal, which they called An 
ighCourt of Juſtice, fo; Trial of His Bajeſty, 
Nur moſt Dear Father; And having eaſil 


pꝛocured it to paſstheir Houſe of Commons, 


as it then ſtood moulded, ventured to ſend. 
it up from thence to the Peers, then ſitting, 
who totally rejected it: Whereupon their 


Rage and Fury encreaſing, they pꝛeſumed to 
pal it alone as an Act of the Commons, and 
- inthe Name of the Commons of England ; 
- aid having gained the Pꝛetence of a Law, 
made by the Power _ thetr own wy” 


| Wu 6. . | 
purſzied it with all poſſible Foꝛce and Crueity / 
until at laſt upon the Chirtieth Day of January, 
One Thouland Six Pundred Foy and 
$ Eight, Þis Sacred Majeſty, Dur late Dear 
=: Father, was bought into a Scafiold -and 
; | there publickly murthered before: the Gates 
of his own Royal Palace. And becaule by 
this Hozrid Action the Pꝛoteſtant Religion 
hath received the greateſt Wound and Re- 
1555 and the People of England the moſt 
nſuppoztable Shame and Inkamp that it ts 
poſſibſe foz the Enemies of God ann the King 
to bing upon them, whilſt the Fanatick Rage | 
of a few Milcreants (who were as far from 
being True Pꝛoteſtantg as they were from 
being True Subjects) ſtands imputed by Dur 
Adverſaries to the whole Mation. They, the 
laid Loꝛds and Commons in Parliament A(- 
ſembled, did therefoze renounce, abominate, 
und pꝛoteſt, againſt that Jmpious Fac, the 
Execrable Mürther and Unparailell'd Trea- 
ſon committed againſt the Sacred Perſon 
aud Life. uk Our Royal Father, and did 
beleech us it miaht be Declared; And it is 
by the laid Act Declared, That by the Un- 
daubted Fundamental Laws of this Aing⸗ bd 
dom. neither the Peers of the Realm, noz 
the Commons, no2 both together in Parli - 
ment, noꝛ the People collectively o2 repꝛeſen- 
tativciy, noꝛ any other Perſons whattoever, 
ever had, hath, oꝛ ought to have, any Toer- 
cive Power over the Perſons ok the Kings 
of this Reain. And fo2-the better Uindica- 
tian of themſelves to Poſterity, and as a 
laſting Ponument of their otherwiſe inerpel- | 
ſipie Oeteſtation and Kbhoxency ok that 
U and Abominable Fac, Ther | 
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kurther beſeech Us it might be Enacted, 
und it is therefoze Enacted, That everyThir- 
tleth Day of January (unleſs it ſhould fall out 
o be on the Low's Day, and then the next 
Day foſfowing,) ſhould be fo? ever thereafter 
ſet apart to be kept and obſerved in all Dur 
Churches and Chappels of our Kingdoms of 
England and Ireland, Domtnton of Wales, and 
Town of B:rwick upon Tec, and the Illes 
of Jertey and Guernſey, and all other Dur 
Domintons, as an Anniverſary Day of Faff- 
ing and Pumiliatton, to imploze the Percy 
ok God, That neither the Guilt of that Sa⸗ 
. cred Innocent Blood, no2 thole other Sins 
by which God was pꝛovoked to deliver ip 
both them and their King into the Hands of 
Cruel and Unreaſonable Men, might at any 
Time after be viſited upon them oz their 
Poſterity, as by the ſald Act amongſt other 
Things at large appeareth. Te being very 
- ſenſible of the Plous and Good Jntentions 
of Dur laid Outiful and Loyal Subjects, and 
Holding Dur Self obliged to do Our utmoſt 
Endeavour that a TUozk ſo much tending to 
the Honour und Acknowledgement ot the 
Jnfinite Mercles of Dur Sood and Sꝛacious 
God, who hath been plealed not only to re- 
ſtoꝛe Us to the Thwone of Dur Anceſto2s, 
from whith Ce were fo long vetatned, and 
Dur fatd-Kood Subjects to their Rights and 
Liberties, and the Mation to Peace, after a 
Bloodp and Unnatural TUar, and tending 
to a due Acknowledgement of the Sins 
which pꝛovoked the Juffice of God ſa far as 
juifly to deliver up theſe Nations to the ma- 
ny and deplozable Calamities which p2oceed- 
ev from, anvenſued, that Hoꝛrid and i 
2 þ : 
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Mutther of Dur moſt Father, Do 
i 1 2 15 en 5 all our Lov- 
= JL(9Sz Free, A 
- 02 Condition ſoever, -ſoleninly and-humbly 
to Contoꝛm themſelves, and giveDbedtence 
to the ſaid aa of Parlament, and to ſet 
 ipart and obſerve the.Thirtieth of Januaty 
this Preſent Pear, and ſo from Time to 
ime every Thirtieth Day of January ever 
Pear, 55 a Oay of Faſting and Humiliati- | 
on fo2 the Purpoles in the ſaid Act of War- 
liament mentioned; And to that End, Me 
Command all Archbiſhops, Biſhops, Par- 
ſans, Winters, and other Eccleſiaſtical Per- 
ſons in cheir ſeveral Charges, acc to 
their ſeberal Duties to take hereof, and to 
caule this our Pꝛoclamation td be Yearly 
read in all Churches and Chapels the Sun- 
day, befoze the fat Faſt is to be obſerved. 
.AnvTUe firicly Command all Perſons what- 
ever, koꝛ the better Oblex vation of the ſaid 
Dap, to abſtain from all Ser vile Wozks and 
_ \Bulinels on that Dap, and meekly.and Tx 
Derip to repair to the Publick Place foꝛ Di- 
_ _uneTUonthip, to beleech God fox his Mercy, 
and humble themſelves in his Sight, accoz 
ding to the good Intention of the Ag." And 
TUe declare, That ſuch Perſons. as ſhall be | 
faulty herein ſhall be eſteemed: by Us Con- 
temners and Inkringers of Dur Laws and 
Commands, Pꝛophane Perſons, who wil- 
fully ſhat their Eyes both againtt the Judg- 
ments and Yercies of Ainighty Good. 
= Given at Our Court-at Whitehall the Twenty- 


fifth Day of Fandary, in the Twelfth Year of 
Dur Reign, One Thouſand Six Hundred and 
ESL 67 ſave ihe W. | 
* = Here | 
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Here you have ſeen, Sir, the Riſe and -Conti- 
nuance of all the Troubles in the Reign of Kin 
. Charles I. and by what Methods the Rebels 10 
to that waparalielied Height of Wickedneſs, with 
the Parliaments Cenſure of them, which has no- 
thing New in it; for in all thoſe Unhappy Times 
the main Body of the Nobility and Gentry ſtood 
by the King : So did the whole Sound and Honeft 
Fart of the Commonality, the Two Untverfities, 

the Wiſeſt and moſt Learned in the Laws, the 
; whole Clergy, and all the Genuine Sons of the 

' | - Church of England; a Church whoſe Glory it is 
to have been never tainted with the leaſt Blemiſh 
of Diſlojalty, which will, Sir, put . your Do- 
Urine of Re/itance much out of Countenance 4 
kv you find it proved, which is my next Buſi- | 
neſs. | 
3. The DoQtrine of Refſtance is diametrically l 
- oppoſite to the Church of England, as by Law j 
eltabliſh'd, as appears by Her Art:zles, Publick | 
Homilies, Publick Offices of Devot ian, General 
Orders of Her Biſhops, Cenſures of Her Uniuer- 
ſities, and Writings of Her Greateſt Men, who haue — 9 
vindicated Her Doctrine, and explain'd Her Be- 42 
lief. The Second Part of the n of Obedi- 
ence in the Firſt Book of Homilies, ſet forth in the 
Reign of King Edward VI. contain theſe Words : 

lere good People ler us diligently. mark, that 

ii is not lawful for Inferiors and Subjeds in any 
© Caſe to reſiſt and ſtand againſt the Superiour 
* Powers, for St. Pauls Words are plain, That 
* whoſoever withſtands (reſiſts) ſhall get to them 
* {elves Damnation; for whoſoever withſtands with- 

* Randeth the Ordinance of God. Which ſaid Book 

of Hemilies, is affirmed in One of the Ihiriy- 
Nine Articles of Religion, which concern the 
Contethon of the Tune Chriſtian Faith, to contain 
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4 Golly and wholeſome Doffrine, and is ordered | 


to be read in Churches by the Miniſter, diligently 


and diſtinctly, that they may be understood bythe 


People. | 

In Confirmation of this Doctrine, and Pofition 
contain d in the Book of Homilier, and of the 
Authority of thoſe Books, in an Act of Parlia- 
ment of the 13th of Queen Elizabeth, Entituled, 


As Act for the Minifters of the Church to be of 


Sound Religion, it is Enacted, © That no Perſon 
* ſhould hereafter be admitted to any Benefice 
with Cure, except he ſhould firſt have Suhſcri- 
© bed the ſaid Articles in the preſence of the Or- 
* dinary, and publickly read the {ame in the Pariſh 
+ Church of that Benefice, with Declaration of 
© his anfeigned Aſſent to the ſame. And by an 
Act of the Fifth Year of Her preſent Majeſties 
Reign, Entituled, An Act for the ſecuring the Church 
of England, «as by Lam eftabliſhed, it is Enacted, 
That the ſaid Act of the XIIIch of Queen Eli- 


© zabeth (hall remain, and be in full force, for 


ever, and be inſerted 3 Terms in any 

* Act which ſhall be made for ratifying the 
© Unton of the Two Kingdoms of England and 
* Scotland, and therein declared to be an Eſſenti- 
Tal and Fundamental Part thereof: And the faid 


Act was accordingly inſerted in expreſs Terms 
in an Art for the Union of the Two Kingdoms, 


and thereby Ratified and Declared to be an Eſſen- 
tial and Fundamental Part thereof. The afore- 
aid Aſſertion is alſo agreeable to, and warranted 
by the Common Law of England, and divers AS 
of Parliament now remaining in full Force. 

In the Churches Publick Offices of Devotion, 
contain'd in the Liturgy, in the Morning and 


Evening Service for every Day, God is ſaid to be 


_ "the only Ruler of Princes, incluſive both to __ 


\ 2 
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and People, - In the Liramy we pray God ts de- 
Aver us from. all Sedition, Privy Conſpiracy and 
Rebellion; which Words were pat into the Lita- 


ny ſince our late unhappy Civil Wars, that have 
given us Reaſon to uſe them, In the Prayer af- 


ter the Commandments the King is ſaid to be 


God's Minifter, and we beg of God, That all bis 
Subjefs, duly conſidering 

we May faithfully Serve, Honour, and humbly Obey 
him, according to God's Bleſſed Wordand Ordinance; 
which is thus admirably commenced on, viz. We 
are to confider that Kings bear God's Name, and 
act by his Power, and ſach as reſiſt do fight a. 
gainſi God, oppoſe his Word, and refift his Ordi- 
nance. In the Office for the Fiſth of November 
we pray God, That the King may cut off all ſuch 


Workers of Iniquity as turn Religion into Rebels 
lion, and Faith into Faflion. And in the Office 


for May XXIX, When we thank God for the Re. 
ſtoration of the Royal Family, we beſeech God 
to accept of our unfeigned Oblation of our ſelves, 
vowing all Holy Obedience in Thought, Word and 


Work, unto the Divine we 75 and promifing in 


him, and for him, all dutiful Allegiance to bis A- 

nointed Servant, and bis Heirs for ever. 
By the Orders of our Biſhops, I mean ſuch Di- 

rections as with the King's 

Tequired, were ſent by the Archbiſhops of Caz- 


terbury and Tork to the ſeveral Biſhops of their 


Provinces, to be put in Execution in their ſeveral 
Dioceſſes, thoſe of Auguſt 4th, 1622, require, 


* That no Preacher ſhall Preach otherwiſe than 
by opening the Coherence and Divifion of their 


© Text; which ſhall not be comprehended and 


- * warranted in Eſſence, Subſtance and Effect or 
natural Inference; within ſome one Article, of. 
* * Religion ſer forth Ann. 1562, or in ſome ons 


* of 
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ofe Authority he hath, 


onſent, as the Law 
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e of the Homilier, ſet forth by Authority: Again: 
© \That no Preacber, of what Title or Denomina- - 


c tion ſoever, ſhall preſume henceforth, in any 
«Auditory within this Kingdom, to declare, li- 
© mit; or bound out, by Way of poſtiue Dotfrine, 
© in any Lecture or Sermon, the Power, Preroga- 
© tive, Juriſdiction, Authority, or Duty of Sove- 
* reign Princes, or therein meddle with Matters 
© of ' Stats, and Reference between Princes and 

© People, than as they ate inſtructed in the Ho- 
mily of Obedience; and in the reſt of the Homi- 
lies, and Articles of Religion, ſer forth by Pub. 


© lick Authority: Now, Sir, as a profefſed Son 
of the Church of Exgland, and one that has ſub- 
ſcribed the Articles of Religion, did you anſwer 


that CharaZer, and obey thoſe Orders preſcribed 
by the Articles, or directed by the Homilies, 


when you Preached in Favour of reſiſting tbe 


Supreme Powers, and meddled with Matters of 
State and Reference between Princes and People 


leaſe, I muſt ſay it looks very oddly in this 


Res. 5 8 
or are the Cenſures of our Famous Univerſſi- 

tier in this Caſe to be neglected, or lightly regard - 
ed, which ate in ſuch great Reputation Abroad 
and at Home, by all unprejudiced Men of Sence 


and Learning. One Mr. Knight of ' Broadgate- 


ing perſecured for Religion might laufully take 


p 


For if you have no Diſpenſation to Tay what you 


where we have none of the Pretenfions to 
e, as was ſtaged for that Purpoſe in former 


Hall in Oxford, Preaching at St. Peter's in the 
Eaſt on Palm Sunday, aſſetted, That Subjecls be- 


up Arms in their own Defence, provided that they 
managed their Arms with much "Moderation, 
Which giving Offence to the Univerſity,” in a fall 
Convocation, June 25th, 1622, this Cenſure 
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' was paſſed upon that Occafion. The A4 Ar mation 
n Falſe and Seditious, and ſo craftily reſtrain'd 
under ſuch Conditions annexed, as every Seditious 
Perſon may make uſe of to vindicate bimſelf. 
Nor did the Univerſity reſt here, but withal %- 
creed and declared. That according to the Ca- 
non of the Holy Scriptures Subj ought by 


- . © no Means forcibly to reſiſt their Prince; and 


© that it is not lawful to rake Arms, either Ofen- 
« ſive or Defenſrve, againſt the King upon the Ac- 
count of Religion, or any other Pretence. And 
in concurrence. with theſe Proceedings the Uni- 


verſity of Cambridge burn d Buchanan s Common 


Places, and Funius Brutus's (or Hubert Lan- 
gubh) Vindicie, and damn'd the Authors to per- 
petual Infamy. Having now view'd and conſidered 
theſe Cenſures, and the Occaſion of them, you 
will pardon me, Sir, it I think plus vident Oculi 
rer Oculus, That the Judgment of the Two 

niverſities are to be preterr'd before a fingle Le- 
cturer at St. Paul's Covent-Garden. | 

4. The Doctrine of Refstance is contrary to 
- what has been Preach'd and Printed by the moſt 
Learned Proteſtant Divines of the Church of Eng- 


land ever ſince the Beginning of the Reign of 


Edward VI. but I ſhall begin my Catalogue in the 
Reign of King Charles I. when there wanted not 


ſome Grave, Good and Learned, Men to oppaſe 


that growing and pernicious Error, and to aſſert 
the Doctrine of Paſſiue Obedience and Non-reſtft- 
ance, ar the Peril of their Lives and all that was 
near and dear to them. 0 
I begin with Arch-biſhop Uſher, who wrote a 
Learned Treatiſe on this Subject, Entituled, 
© The Power of Kings, and proves, that our Go- 
vernment is a Free Monarchy,” becauſe the Au- 
© thority reſteth _ in the King, who is ors 
pd | only 


/ 
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only Supreme Governour of theſe Realms, in 
Caſes whatſoever, which could not ſtand if any 
other Power upon Earth might in any Cale o- 
ver rule him. In another Flace in that Book he 
_ - treats of the Obedience of Subjedts, in which he 
_ * plainly thews, that they that reliſt, refiſt the Or- 
© dinance and Diſpoſition of God, by. whoſe Ap- 
_ © pointment Kings bear Rule; and then propounds 
this Queſtion, © But how are Subjects to carry them- 
* {lves when ſuch Things ate enjoin'd as cannot, or 
. ©* oughynot to be done? And Anſwers it thus, *Sure- 

* ly nat, to accuſe the Commander, but humbly to 
avoid the Command, — and when nothing elſe 
* will ferve the Turn, as in Things that may be 
*- obeyed, we are to expreſs our Subjection by 
Alive; ſo in Things that ought not to be o- 
+ beyed, we are to declare the fame by Paſſibe 
Obedience, without | Re/iflance and Repugnancy; 
{ſuch a kind of Suffering being as ſure a Sign of 
SubjeQion as any eſſe whatſoever. 

Arch biſhop Bramhall, in his Serpentive Salve, 
ſays, That Dominion is not the Grant or Con- 
_ -* ſent of the People; byt from God. If the Peo- 
< ple be Gteater than the King, it's no more a 
* Monarchy, but Demogracy. Our Oath binds 
© us to acknowledge the King to be Supream in 
„all Cauſes, and over all Perſons, to defend him 
againſt all Conſpiracies; and if to defend, much 
more not to offend, him: That Oath which binds 


Aus to defend bim àgainſt all Attempts whatſoe· 


_ © ver; pteſuppoſeth that no Attempts againſt him 
© can be juſtified by Law. Againſt ſuch evi- 
dent Light of Truth, to ground a contrary Aſſer- 
tion detegatory to his Majeſty, upon the private 
Authority of Braon and Flera, (no Authientick 

Authors,) were a ſtrange Degree of Weakneſs or 


Wiekednes. Biſh! 
ORs,  Bilthop 
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Biſhop Brown77g is of the ſame Opinion, and 

averrs, -* That tho we muſt not give Ad Obedi- 
© ence to ungodly Laws, yet we muſt perform our 

2 * Obedience to theit Puniſhments. + Ma 

Dr. Hammond in his Proftical Catechiſm, ſays, 

+ © I ſhall put you in Mind of this Grear Truth, 

© that Chriſt and his Diſciples were, of all the 


Doctors that were in the World, the molt care- 
ful to preſerve the Doctrine and Practice of A/- 
egi, even when the Emperors were the 
< greateſt Oppoſers of the Chriſtian Religion; and 
© if ever you mean to be a Follower of them, you 


mut go and do like them. 


- Biſhop 8 in his Preface to Archbiſhop 
Wer's Bock of The Power of Kings, ſays, Some 
© Men dream of a Co-ordination in the Govern- 
© ment, as was hatched in the Heat of our late 
© Troubles, but that Doctrine was never heard of 


© before in this Nation; and is in Truth no better 


than a Senſteſe and Ridiculous Fancy. | 
Dr. Taylor, Biſhop of Down and Connor in 
Ireland,” in his Dat. Dubitant. fays, He that 


_ © lifts up his Hand againſt the Supreme Power 


* or Authority that God hath ſer over him, is im- 
© pious againſt God, and fights againſt him. 
Rom. 13. The Apoſtle doth not ſay, he that doth 
not obey is diſobedient to God, fei this is not 
true; in ſome Caſes it is /awfu! not to obey 
but in all Cafes it is neceſſary not to ret; [ 
do not know any Propofition in the World clear- 
er than this Rule, 1 

Biſhop Stillingfieet in his Sermon Fanuary 30. 
1668. affirms, That the Chriſtian Religion a- 
* bove all others hath taken Care to preſerve the 
© Rights of Sovereignty, by giving unto Cæſar the = 
Things that are Cæſar's; and to make Reſiſtance 


_ + unlawfo!, by declaring, Ar thoſe who are guilty 
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* of it hall receive to themſelves. Damnation. 
Of the Doftrine of Reſiſtance he ſays, that 
there can be no Principle imagin'd more Deſtru- 
© five to Civil Societies, and Repugnant to the 
Nature of Government; for it deſtroys all the 
_ © Obligations of Oaths and Compacts; it makes 
© every Proſperous Rebel Juſt ; and if ;Corab, 
© Dathan and Abiram, had ſucceeded in their Re- 
© bellion againſt Moſes, no doubt they would 
© have been called the Keepers of the Tibebrics 
* of . Iſrael. The ſame Learned Author, in his 
Grand * ſays, That every New Model- 
ler of Government has ſomething to offer 
that looks like Reaſon, at leaſt ro thoſe whoſe 
© Intereſt is to carry it on; and if no Precedent 
© can be found, then they appeal to a. certain 
©. Inviſible Thing, called the Fundamental Con- 
trat of the Nation, which being a Thing no- 
* where to be found, may fignifie what any one 
* pleaſes. And p. 75.1 am of Opinion, (that if 
* the Author cf the Leiter about it) could be 
© perſwaded to produce this Fundamental Contract 
© of the Nation, which I perceive he has lying 
© by him, it would not amount to ſo much as 
© a Blind Manuſcript. 

- Dr. Barnet, the Preſent Biſhop of Salisbury, 
in his Vindication of the Authority of the Church 
f Scotland, ſays, I ſhall add one Thing which 
* all. Caſaift hold as a ſafe Rule in Matters that 
are doubtful, vis. That we ought to follow 
* that Side of the Doubt that is freeſt from Ha- 
* Zurd:. Here. then Damnation is at leaſt the 
* ſeeming Hazard of Reſiſtance z therefore ex- 
© cept upon as clear Evidence you prove the Dan- 
ger of Abſolute Submiſſion to be of the ſame 
Nature, that it may ballance the other, then 

| | a © Abſolute 
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© Abſolute Submiſſion, as being the ſureſt, is to be 
< followed. Nan. | 
The ſame Learned Author in a Marginal Note 
on Biſhop BedePs Letter, defires his Reader to 
take Notice, that a SubjeQ's Reſiſting his Prince 
io any Caſe whatſoever is Unlawful and Im- 
© . pious. e 

Dr. Tillotſon, late Archbiſhop of Canterbury. 
in his Sermon on Nov. 5. 1708. ſays, There is 
© a Spirit in the World which is not only con- 
© trary to Chriſtianity, but to the Common Prin- 
* ciples of Natural Religion, and even to Huma- 
* nity itſelf, which by Falſhood and Perfidiouf- 
© neſs, by ſecret Plots and Conſpiracies, or by 
© open Sedition and Rebellion, by Depofing and 
Killing Kings, in a Word, by Diſſolving all the 
© Bonds of Humane Society, and Subverting the 
© Peace and Order of the World; z. e. by all the 
Ways imaginable, doth encite Men to promote 
and advance their Religion; but when Religion 
once comes to ſupplant Moral Righteouſneſs, 
and to teach the Abſurdeſt Things in the World, 
« to lie for the Truth, and to kill Men for God's 
Sake, and to be a Bond for Conſpiracy, better it 
< were there was no Revealed Religion, and 
that Humane Nature were left to the Conduct 
of its own Principles and Inclinations, which 
© are much more Mild and Merciful than to be 
* ated by a Religion that inſpires Men with ſo 
Wild a Fury. <—— Our Church hath this Pe- 
© culiar Advantage above ſeveral Profeſſions that 
* we know in the World, that it acknowledgeth 


© due and — Subordination to the Civil Autho-— 


© rity, and has always been untainted in its Loy- 
© alty, 


Dr. 


" 
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; | Dy. Patric, late Biſhop of E, in his Pra- 
” » p,422, phraſe and Annotations on Eccleſiefles, * adviſes' 
3 us as the WHeſt Thing we can dd, when Prind 
ire any Thing grievous unte us, is not Vo Re- 
zel, bat to witch the Fitteſt Opportunities to 
| Petition for Redreſs, and that after ſuch a 
Manner as may give no Offence ; or remove 
7 of his Dominions, rather than conteſt with 
Theſe ate the Seritiments of ſome of the Lear- 
ned and Pious Biſhops and Doctors of the Church ? 
of England; to which if I had but Room I could- | 
add more than Ten Times as many: And now | 
to find a Doctor of the ſame Church to preach 
up the Contrary Doctrine is able to chi and 
Hagger every Senſe about one. If a + 
Presbyterian, an Independant , an Amabaptift , 
of Frfth-Monarchiſt, had held forth on- ſuch 
a Subject. it had been no wonder; but for 
a Son of, and Dignitary in, the Church of 
Englajid ts' wir with the Holy Scriptures, the . 
Latif of the Land, the Senſe of his Reverend 
Fathers and Brethren, and rhe Degrees of the 
Univerfities; is very ſhocking. f 
1 52 1 ef is; 25 8 — © 
Reſiſting Suppen Powers is Wholly Poprſh 
A Pai: And this I ſhall prove by (ach 
. Arguments and Authorities as can 
13 never be overthrown. © ' About the End of the 
| Eleventh Century this Peſtiferous DoQrine took 1. 
its Riſe, and was firſt droach'd and vented by 
Pope Gregory VI. commonly called Hildebrand; 
but Phocas went more briskly to work, and 
1 began that Infolent and Bold Pretention of the 
$8 Temporal Power of the Popes over all Kings 
and Princes; that zhey being Chriſt's "oe ” 


— 


— 
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( 39,) | 
Harth muſt have all Power in Heaven and Earth 
e ro them; and that as St. Peter's Syc- 
ceſſorꝭ they had the Two Swords, the Spiritual 
and the Temporal, put into their Hands: Upon 
this he pic and exalted himſelf above thoſe 
whom the Scriptures call Gods. Other Popes 
ſe the ſame Pretenſion on Foot both in France 
nd England, and took upon them to Depoſe 
Princes. and Ab/olve their Subjects from their 
Oaths of Allegiance, and their Emiſſaries, Prieſts, 
and Jeſuits, preach ſuth Docttines as theſe 
' Viz. That the Commonwealth has Power to chuſe 
their own Government; that the Republick may 
cure or cut off their Heads if they inſeſt the 
Body ; that the whole 1 ca are Superior to 
the Prince, and for. the Good of the Public 
may order and govern. all Things as they pleaſe, 

and think beſt for their Safety. . 
The Sceftariſts, who value themſelves on 

S 5 0 abborcing all the DoQrines and PraQtices 
i t the Church of Rome, have yet carried along | 
| with them theſe Peſtiferous Opinions, and ac- | 
| 
| 


cording to Biſhop Beveridge, * All the Plots» g mon on 

. * and Conſpiracies, Freaſons and Rebellions, 1 Pet. 2.11. 

 - * that this Kingdom has been ſo much harraſs'd | 

band infeſted with for ſo many Years, have 1 

| *. been hatch'd and carry'd on by thoſe who = 

* &parated. themſelves from the Communion of 1 
*- ©. the Church of Exgland, i. e. either Pagiſſs or 
 Setarians : But that which is more ſtrange, is, 
that any Man of Senſe, profeſſing True Religion, 
ſhould. favour and eſpouſe the very ſame Falſe 

- Nations which his ms Church condemns. © 
Having thus, I hope, made good my Bro- 

miſe, Doctor, I come more cloſely. to your Ser- ; | 

mon, and begin with that Paragraph, * wherein ,, 9. | 

Ny mw. N . f you > 
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555 . 
you ſay, That the Hane Zeal ſome expreſe'd 
a the Novel and 2 Tenets 11 Un. 
Trmited Power in the Prince, and Abſolute Paſ- 
five Obediente in the . Subjett, gave Opportu- 
nities to others to repreſent them to His Majeſty 
under the Odious Charalters of Fallious, Turbu- 
tent, Spirits, of Republican Principles, and 
Enemies to his Government. Is not this Pata - 
graph, Sir, worded too much in Favour of Fa- 
tous, Turbulent, Spirits? Methinks it leans 
that Way: For otherwiſe you would not have 
called it an Honeft Zeal that is big with à Fal- 
lity, viz. That the Dodrine of Paſfive 'Obedi- 
ence is a Novel and Dangerous Tenet, which 
are both great Miſtakes: For the DoQrine of 
Paſſive Obedience is as Ancient as Chriſtianity, 
and ſo far from being Dangerous, that it's the 
great Security, under God's Protection, to all 
the Monarchs in the World; for among Quiet 
and Peaceable Subjects they may enjoy their 
Pleaſures, and mind their Publick Affalrs, with 
all Imaginal Serenity and Calmneſs; whereas 
among Fattious, Froward, Ambitious, Aſprrers, 
they are always Supicious and Uneafie ro them- 
ſelves, and all about them. Nor can Paſſive 
Obedience be Dangerous to Subjects, for they 
that neither do nor intend Evil have no 
Cauſe to dread Oppteſſion; but when Men 
are Enemies to Governments, the Evil they in- 
tend raiſes ſuch a Ferment within, that theß 
are in continual Apprehenſion of ſuffering 
what their conſcience tells them they have 
deſerved, for being enclined to break out into 
AQs of Hoſtility, and diſturb the Peace of 
the Kingdom. And to ſay no more, Sir, 
- *yout Rirainirg the Point, and tegrifying. the 
+ WO. I People 
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People with the frightful Epithets of Unlimited 
Power in the Prince, and Abſolute Paſſive Obedi- 
ence for the People, looks more like humourin 
of Parties in their Diſcontents, and keeping the 
ill Notion of Reſiſtance afloat ; than teaching 

Men to ſerve God,and keep his Commandments,which 

is the great End of Preaching, and not haranguing 
upon Politicks, to create Amuſements and Miſun- 
derſtandings between Princes and their People. 


But there was a fatal Overſight on both ſides, not 
to diſcern 4 Secret Engine of Miſchief,” a French 
RE Faction, that had made its Way, and plaid a double 5 4 
Part amongſt them *. In this, Sir, your Hiſto- * p. 11. 
lian has impos'd upon you; for in the Civil War, 
which, I preſume, you allude to, Fance acted 
but a ſingle Part, and that was in revenge of the 
King's affiſting the Rochellers, to join with the 
Parliament, and wind them up to the higheſt 
Pitch of Rebellion, rather than hearken to any 
Terms of Accommodation. To this Purpoſe, 
beſides many Renegado Engliſh Prieſts and Jeſuits, 
that, in the Garb of private Centinels, had 
learn d the Preaching Cant of Independents, Ana- 
bapriſts, and Fifth- Monarc hiſts, and ſet up for Gifted 
\ Brethren, to blow the glowing Coals of Strife 
and Sedition, the French had always a Miniſter in 
the Engliſh Camp, who went from Fairfax's Ar- 
my to the Scorch Army, as ſoon as it was known, 
the King had ſurrender'd himſelf to em; with 
deſign to embarraſs the King's Affairs, and 
perſuade the Scots to fell him to the Engl, 
in which that Miniſter ſucceeded ſo unhappily, 
as to lay the Foundation-Stone of the King's 
S N 
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In excuſe of thoſe that = your Doctrine of 
* f. 13. Reſiſtance in practice, you ſay, * muſt be own'd, 
that the altering the Conſtitution of our Church, doe: 
not appear fo be An original Deſign : w——_ Its Fall 
wat occaſion'd through a Diſſatisfattion and Hatred to 
Chutrchmen, rather than to the Church itſelf. Take 
that excellent Hiſtorian together, and not by 
Peicemeals, and you will have cauſe to alter your 
Opinion. Was not the War begun by the Diſ- 
afietted Pulpiteers, who were juſtly ſtiled the 


Trumpets of Rebellion, as well as the Promo- 


ters of the Doctrine of Reſiſtance ? Did not they 
- »Preach in the Scots, up the Covenant, and out 
the Biſhops ? To give a fatal Blow to the Church, 
did not the Parliament Cut off the Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury, whom they ſuppos'd to be one of 
the Pillars of it? And was not this done too be- 
fore the War began? Did not Mr. Pryun, and o- 
. thers, write with all the Vehemency, Bztrerneſs, 
and Indignation againſt the very Conſtitution of 
the Church, before the War began, as prepara- 
tory Stroaks in order to its Fall, when Gog and 
Mageg ſhould be Powerful enough to undertake 
it? How then, Sir, could you affirm, that the 
Alteration of the Conſtitution of the Church, 
Was no original Deſign, when their firſt At- 
tempt was againſt the Church, and that they ne- 
ver gave over their Blow, until they had level d 


| it 'with the Ground ? 


* 5. 19. © Jt is hardly to be doubted, you ſay, Sir, * That 
tte ſo much preaching up abſolute Paſſive Obedi- 

| ence, as the Doctrine of our Church, as much as 
Councils of Teſuits, occaſin'd a late unfortunate 

Prince to purſue ſuch Meaſures, as proved _ to 

Nn. 


. 
him. It was not the preaching. this Doctrine; 
but his own Self-W:0, and his Bigotry to the Ro- 
miſh Church, that occaſion d the Misfortunes of 
the Prince you mean; teaching People to obey 
from à Principle of Religion, can never be the 
Cauſe of a*Prince's miſtaking his true latereſt ; 
nor can particular Diſpenſations of Providence 
Warrant any Man's drawing Conſequences i 
oppoſition to general Rules, and Precepts © 
holy Scripture ; And if that Priace's taking i 
Meaſures, has proved a National Benefit, we 
, ought to bleſs the Hand that has brought Good 
out of Evil, but not triumph over any Man's Ca- 
lamities. But why, Sir, do you compare ſome 
Mens Zeal in preachiag Paſſive Obedience, to a 
Council of Jeſuites ? Did you ever hear or read 
that they preach'd Paſſive Obedience to Temporal 
Powers? No, they enjoin the contrary, and with 
ſome of our half. fac d Clergymen, preach up the 
Doctrine of Ke ſiſtance, in direct oppoſition to 
Paſſive Obedience, as more agreeable to their 
Natures, Humours, and Intereſts, as well as to 
Theirs, that expect Preferments here upon the 


ſame Account; who never could hope for it by | 
any other Methods. 


The next Paragraph is one of the ſtrangeſt. 
Poſitions that ever was deliver'd by an Engl 
| g nc ſince the Year, 1641, and that in ſe- 
ö veral Particulars, of which let us take a View, 
| and then "conſider it. The Tengency of this Do- 
ctrine, Viz. of Paſſive Obedience, you ſay, Sir, has | 
been always judged by wiſe Men very dangerous to 7 
Laws and Liberties, unleſs a good Prince ſnauld be = 
upon the Throne, and then it is not poſſible to ſce of 
- what uſe it can be to him; for a Prince that 75 
ns F 2 fi 


| 
the Aﬀeftiqn of his People, will find himſelf very fafe 


without ſuch a Doftrqne to truſt; to and if he 


5 
hee 
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Latin 


feels, that Men of very 


Rebel avainſt Principle. 


is an Enemy, inſtead of being the Father of bis Cuun- 
try, it muſt be the want of Power, and not this 
Principle, that can keep it in Subjettion., We 
know, by Experience, if themſelves had not con- 

Paſſive Notions, have 
tain Occaſions, 


Nururti, that can, upon ſome cer 


This, I fay, Sir, looks like a very Heterodox 
otion, in ſeveral Particulars, firft, that preach- 
ng the Doctrine of Obedience has been always 
thought by //e Alen, a very dangerous Doctrine; 


den What will you call the Evangelits, Aa 


Saims and Martyrs, and even the Father, and 
Doktors ot vur own Church, who thought it the 
wiſeſt and ſafeſt Do&rine, both for Princes and 
People to teach Obedience for Conſcience Sake; for 
then Princes were out of Fear of Plots and Cour 
Hiracies, and Subjects had all the Reaſon in the 
World, for their being Obedient to their Prince, 
to expect to live under them, Peaceable and Quiet 
Lives, in all Godlineſs and Honeſty : Then, pray 
Sir, who are your wiſe Men that thought the 
contrary ? I fear you muſt look back to Forty 


: - One, or you will never find them. | 
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both uncharitable and unjuſt, becauſe it inſinu - 
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The next Sentence ſeems to me, Sir, to. be 


ates a Bellet that King Charles I. was not a Good 


Frince, which is more than the worlt of his Ene- 


ag 


1 had ever Afſarance enough to aſſert be- 


re; for, I cannot find, that any of them ever 
charg'd him with Perſenal Crimes; Some of em 
have deen bold enough, without any Kind of 1 
1 2 I 8 On, 
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(45) 
- (on, \to_ſay, he was. not a wiſe Prince, that he 
did not underſtand hisown and his Kingdom's Ig- 
' tereſt, but never-any ſaid that he was not a 
dad Prince, a good that truly feared God, 
and eſchewed Evil; and yet you ſee, Sir, that 
this gope and pions Prince, in thoſe ill times, 
ſtood in need of his People's believing and pra- 
Riſing the Duty of Obedience; far if they had 
done fo, that good Prince had been ſafe and 
quiet, the Kingdom unharraſs d, and: undepopu- 
lated, and unplunder' d; the Regicides and their 
Adherents, had not ſtain d their Hands aud 
2 with the Guilt of Innocent: Royal: 


Nor will your hooking in, by Head and Shoul- 
ders, this Clauſe, vis. A Prince that ſceks the Af 
Falten of bis Pele, abate any thing of the Scan. 
dal that your whole Paragraph lily- inſinuates, 
againſt his being a good Prince 5 upon which Diſ- 
loyal Syrmi/e, you. ſeem to warrant your Doctrine 
of bk 7 Ak bim; for that he induſtriouſly ſought: 
the Affectlons of his People, if it had been poſlible. 
to procure them in [thoſe ſelharden d Times, 
will appear from the whole Hiſtory of his Royal 
Life, and more particularly from his Gracious - 
Condeſcenſions to the Parliament before the War 
began, to the Abatement of his own Prerag ative, 
and even to the Hazard of his Goyernment and 
his- Life; againſt his own Jadgment tab, and 
this only to humour them for Peace Sale, and to 
Perner, the fatal War that follow'd, if it had 
deen poſſible to have done it: As ſigning the 

Bil for puting the Earl of Ser4fard to Death, 
which he lamented to his own Death, and con- 

22817 1 % e ſenting 1 
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(45) : 
ſenting to that fatal Bil, to perpetuate that Par- 
liament's Sitting, till they ſhould think fit to diſ- 
ſolve themſelves : And, in the War, his gracious: 
Condeſcenſions in all Treaties of Peace between 
them, even ſo far, as that the Parliament thern- 
ſelves voted his Conceſſions à firm Ground to 
build a farther Treaty of Peace on; and if 
this, Doctor, was not ſeeking the Afrions of 
his People, I know not, what in the World you 
can think is: And yet we till find him Unſafe, 
for” want of the Obedience of his People to truſt to, 

? which utterly overthrows what you have ſo art- 
3 fully, 1 cannot ſay loyaly or truly, aſſerted to the 
4 contrary ; and it thoſe Words ſeem hard, and 
Y don't pleaſe you, I muſt beg your Pardon; 
for cho Plaro is my Friend, Truth is my great- 
er Friend, and tho I have a great Reſpect 
for Doctor Weſt ; yet I cannot for his Sake only, 
fly in the Faces of all thoſe Great, Good, Wile, 
and Learned Men of the Church of England, both 
Eccleſiaſtical and Temporal, that from the Dawn- 
ing of the "Reformation, have preach'd and pra- 
Kis the Doctrine of Paſſive Obedience, under 
requiſite Reſtrictions and Limitations 
Nor is this all 1 except againſt in that Para- 
graph ; for with Reſpect to you, Sir, 1 think, 
that confining Obedience only to good Pri | 
is contrary to the Doctrine and Practice of our 
Savio and his Apoſtles, who taught Obedience 
to the Higher Powers, whom they knew to be very 
ill ones; which I ſhall not farther inſiſt upon, on 
this Occaſion, only take Leave to ask you, whe- 
ther preaching Obedience to good Princes only, 
does not open a Back-Door to let iff Rebellion ? 
And, Whether under that pretence, any Society 
of Men may not, notwithſtanding their Prince 


and 


14 <ÞY 
and Sovereign, if they do but thigk he is not a 
Good Prince, does not ſeek their Afection? For, ac- 
cording to this Inſinuation, tis no matter whe- 
ther he be really a Good Prince, or, their ſuppo- 
fing only that ke is not, notwithſtanding whate- 
ver Paſſive Notions they may have, it ſeems to 
licence their Narares upon all imaginary Occaſi- 
ons, whether True or Falſe, to rebel againſt Prin- 
ciples, Which God forbid. 


The next thing obſervable is, “ That you ſay, * p. 20. 
God forbid there ſhould be any Notions maintain d, 
that give Encouragement to Rebellion But to 
leave no Room for Self-Defence in any Caſe, is no 
Part of Reaſon or Chriſtianity ;, it was not the Do- 
ctrine of the Reformation at home or abroad. Was 
not a Doctor of Divinity the Aut this Pa- 

ragraph, I ſhould be apt to call it trifling or 
prevaricating ; for it juſtifies Rebellion, and on- 
ly changes the old Word into one more fa- 
ſhionable, which you think will better ſerve 
your Deſign. There is no ſuch thing in the 
Laws of England, as * Arms againſt 
the Supreme Governour; for in plain Terms, 
it's Rebellion, and ſo has been often adjudged, 
and, I fear, Sir, your uſing the Word Defenſe, 
is but skinning over the old Sore of Forey One, 
in 1709. You alſo ſay, te leave no Room for 
Self- Defence in any Caſe, is wo Part of Reaſon or 
Chriſtianity. To which, 1 anſwer ; In private 
Caſes between Man and Man, it's not only al- 
lowable, but commendable ; but when it ex- 

| tends ſo far, as to levying Arm, againſt the 
King, under thoſe Pretence, as that did, you 

know, that at length murder'd him, which "a 

| tag 
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the Caſe" under Debate, then neither Reaſon 
norChriſtiafity will juſtifie it. You alſo affirm, Sir, 
that it was not the Doctrine of the Reformation at 
Home or Abroad; which is a flat Contradiction to 
the Homily againſt Rebellion, publiſh'd by Autho- 
rity, in the Reign of King Edward VI. and if 
Martin Luther was of your Opinion, it's not 
the only Error he has committed: Nor will 
Dr. Poyner's Opinion prevail with me againſt the 
.- Authority of Archbiſhop Vſber, the Biſhop of Sa- 
Han, and Hundreds more, of better Autho- 
rity. You alſo miſtake the Senſe of the Na- 
tion in 2 Elizabeth's Time; ber Majeſty's 
allifting the” Hollanders, was no more than, as 1 
have faid already, an Act of Prudence and Po- 
17 to curb a former Pretender to Univerſal 
onarchy, and to ſecure England, when the 
Lom- Countries were in a Flame.” What you fur- 
ther add about the happy Revolution, I have an- 
Werd already.  _ | | | 


Further, you are pleas'd to ſay, * Sir, 
Theſe things might be thought improperly men- 
tion'd on a Day, when we are juſtly called upon 
ro ſhew our Abhorrence of the Sins of Rebellion and 


them, Was it not apparent, that a People's Pre- 
ſervation, by Defenſive Arms, when they are ab- 


|  ſrve Arms, 45 very far from thoſe black Comri - 
vances that ſubyerted the Foundations of it. 


Royal Murder, and to. deprecate the Guilt of 


ſalutely neceſſary ; for their Preſervation by defen- 
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FLIRE *\ (43) 
-- Certainly, Reverend Doctor, you wete never 
more in the Right in your whole Lie, than in 
the five firſt Lines of that Paragraph ; nor never 
more in the Wrong, than in ſome Lines that 
follow them : For what could be more impro- 
perly ſaid on the Thirtieth of Farudry, a Day ap- 
pointed by Law to ſhew our Abhorrence of the 


Sins of Rebellion and Royal Murder, and to depre- 


cate the Guilt of them; 'than a /#ifer Harangue. 
in the Defence of thoſe Black Contrivances that 
occaſion'd them, and Black Strokes to Juſtify the 
Methods by which they were brought to pals. 
Did not the Parliament alledge, That they only 
took up Arms in their own Defence? Tho it's ap- 
8 and may be proved beyond Denial, that 
ey began the War againſt the King, when he 


had granted them almoſt all they could ask, or his 


Majeſty conſent to, with a good Conſcience: 
And yet, Sir, you are pleas'd to ſaggeſt, tho you 
don't ſpeak out, that they only defended themſelves ; 
which you, it may be, think was lawful; and F 
have already proved is Rebellion; for the Laws of 
England, as I have already proved, know no ſuch 


Thing as Defenſive Arms againſt the King, but 


call it downright Rebellion Again. Did not the 


lame Men ſay, that their Liberties and Privileges 


were like to be loſt; that Laws were perverted, 
and the Conſtitution of the Government in Dan- 
ger of being overthrown ; and for that Reaſon, 
their Defenſvde Arms (as they call'd them, and 
you inſinuate) were abſolutely neceſſary for their 
own Prefervation ;-ſo that what they made a 


Pretence (tho' very fallly) to rebel, you are 


thought, Sir, to employ as Arguments to ju- 


* ſtif/ their diſloyal Proceedings; for that is, 
» fay ſome, the great Importance of what yon 
wok ſo much * in your whole Dif- 


courſe ; 
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gourſe; namely to ſupport your DoRrine of Re- 
filling Supfeam Powers; but as all their Preten- 
ces were apparently Falſe, fo whatſoever is built 
upon them. will in the End come to nothing: 
Nor muſt 1 forget, that to Colour what yon 
have ſaid in favour of the late Civil War, you 
run your Diſcourſe very Ingeniouſly in Commenda. | 
tion of the Revolution, as it you had been talking 
in favour of that, all this while; when that was 
v0 Way concern d; either in the keeping the | 
Day as 2. Fat, or yout Duty in Preaching om it. 
The Rebellum in Fourty One, and the late Revo-- | 
lution, are ſo vaſtly different, that I cannot but 
Wonder, that any Thing was ſaid comparative” # 
h of it, on fuch a Day of Humiliation as the | 
Thirtieth of January is appointed. For Bleſſed 
be God; at the Revolution, chere was no Civil 
War, ne King Murder'd, nor any of thoſe ill 
Things that accompanied the Grand Rebellion; 
, only an Unfortunate Monarch, thought to 4b- 
ditate, aud lea be the Throne Vacant; and the Eſtates 
of the Kingdom in a Publick Convention juſtly 
thoitght themſelves obliged to ſupply that Defect, 
and the Nation was ſatisfied in What they did, 
and made publick Rejoicing for R. And wh 
Reaſon then had you, Sir, on a Day of Hamilia- 
tion, to talk of this happy Revelation, as if there 
was any Compaxiſon between them 
Nor, Was there any Reaſon, for Preaching up 
the Doctrine of Reſiſtance, in this happy Reign ; 
vheo . we; live Peaceably at Home, - under our 
Vines and Fig-Trees; under the Government of 
2 Queen, that has done, and cominus to do, all 
that Mortal Monarch can, for the good of Her 
People. There are very ill diſpoſed Men among 
us, and its very dangerous to put ill Notions into 
heir Heads ; for the Queen's fake, * | 
4 | | 7 ˙ .e+ cc: 1, WH, 
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ſake, nay, and for your own ſake too, DoFor, 


leſt if any ill ſhould happen upom your encourags 
ing Reſſtance, and Defenſive Arms, you mi 


happen to be blamed for it; though poſſibly you 


never intended to do any harm by it: For ſo 


4 bave I heard of 2 Miniſter, who preaching at 


Mare, againſt the Abuſes of Inn-keepers,; told em 


TY, that they have Aa mind ro quarrel with: But 
F; * * 4 Fx Ip SSC n | 


of - Grealing the Teeths of their Gueſt's Horſes, 


that they might eat but little or no Hay; 


which an Horſler hearing, put it in Practice when 


he came Home, and being diſcover'd, and re- 


primanded for ſo ill an Action, he excuſed him- 
delf, by: laying the fault upon the Preacher that 
Taught him, what he had never done, or heard 
of, but from the Pulpit. I ſhall apply this Story 


only in ſaying, it's ill (aying any Thing by Way 


of remembrance, that will be of dangerous Con- 
ſequence in practiſing. n 

The laſt Paragraph in the Sermon, that I ſhall 
take Notice of, contains theſe Words; What 
occaſion is there for declaring, That the People muſt 


be obedient iy Conſcience ſake to Arbitrary Power ; 
i Endeavours to preſerve themſelues, in 
, "Oppoſition to ſuch a Power, is a damning Sin? What 


-and that a 


7s this but to create Uneafineſs in Mens Minds, &c. It's 
too obſervable, Doctor, in your whole Sermon, 


* Pag. 28, 


that whenever you ſpeak of the Duty of Obedience, 


you always ſtick in ſome bitter Word or other to 
make it di aßful, which looks very ill from the 
Mouth of a Preacher: As for Example; the Apo- 
file exhorts all Chriſtians to be obedient for Con- 


ſcience ſake ; but as if you had a mind to ſully 
the Text, you here add to Arbitrary Power, never 


mention'd in Scripture, which is unfair Dealing, 
and of too great a Latitude, which all Malecon- 
tents will catch at, and call every Power Arbitra- 
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„Express you art 
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” _, "te glibly frallow'd withour' »ao/caring ; which 
e pan »#atio» of what you drive it.. The 


Mer of, that it may 


WW - zeſt is, Sir, that rorwitliſtanding the Freedom 1 


Faye takep in refing ſome of your Notions, 
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Kante, yon pild it with the moſt 


